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Key Findings from a Post-Election Survey of Washington 
Voters Conducted November 6-14, 2018

Washington Voter Views of 
Climate Change, Clean 

Energy, and  Initiative 1631

(excerpts)

1

Methodology

 1,216 interviews with November
2018 voters in Washington state

 Conducted November 6-14, 2018,
online and via landline and cell
phones

 Margin of sampling error of
+/-2.8% at the 95% confidence
interval; +/-4.9% for each
one-third sample

 Due to rounding, some percentages
do not add up to 100%

 Selected comparisons to prior
statewide research

 Selected data from voters in “red-to-
blue” legislative districts from 2018
(LDs 5, 10, 26, 28, 30, 42, 44, 47)

2

Support for 
Climate Action in 

Principle
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34%

29%

27%

11%

Initiative 1631 represented a 
sensible step forward in 

___________.
Initiative 1631 was too flawed; I 

support action on _________, 
but wanted to wait for a better 

measure.
Washington State does not need 

to take additional action on 
_________, and I opposed 

Initiative 1631.

All/None/Don't know/NA

Majorities support action on climate change or 
clean energy even if they opposed I-1631.

Q10A & B. 

Fighting Climate 
Change

Increasing 
Clean Energy Use

34%

34%

24%

9%

I am going to read you three statements about Initiative 1631. After I read them, please tell 
me which statement comes closest to your personal opinion, even if it is difficult to choose. 
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49%

18%

11%

2%

5%

4%

2%

1%

7%

Yes, extremely sure

Yes, very sure

Yes, somewhat sure

Yes, but not at all sure

No, extremely sure

No, very sure

No, somewhat sure

No, but not at all sure

Don't know/NA

Washington voters overwhelmingly believe 
that climate change is happening.

Q21.

Do you think climate change is happening? 

American Adults Overall
 70% yes, it’s happening
 49% extremely or very 

sure

March 2018, Yale Program on 
Climate Change 
Communication

Total 
Yes
80%

Total 
Yes
13%
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41%

22%

18%

2%

4%

4%

4%

1%

3%

The proportion “extremely sure” climate 
change is happening has grown.

Q21.

Do you think climate change is happening? 

Total 
Yes
83%

Total 
No

14%

May 2015 September 2015

45%

20%

15%

2%

5%

3%

4%

2%

3%

Total 
Yes
83%

Total 
No

15%

November 2016

46%

21%

11%

4%

4%

5%

5%

2%

4%

Total 
Yes
81%

Total 
No

16%

Yes, extremely 
sure

Yes, very sure
Yes, somewhat 

sure
Yes, but not at all 

sure

No, extremely 
sure

No, very sure
No, somewhat 

sure
No, and not at all 

sure

Don’t know/NA

49%

18%

11%

2%

5%

4%

2%

1%

7%

Total 
Yes
80%

Total 
No

13%

November 2018

6

Consistent majorities are confident climate 
change is mostly caused by human activity.

Q22. 

Assuming that climate change is happening, do you think it is… 

55% 56%
62%

58%

30% 29%
23%

27%

5% 6% 7% 5%
10% 8% 7% 10%

May 2015 September 2015 November 2016 November 2018

Caused mostly by human activities,

Caused mostly by natural changes in the environment, or

None of the above, because climate change isn’t happening

Don't know/NA
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24%

39%

24%

9%

4%

Often

Occasionally

Rarely

Never

Don't know/NA

Often/
Occasionally

64%

Rarely/
Never
32%

Q23.

How often do you discuss climate change with your family and friends? 

Washington voters are much more likely to 
talk with family and friends about climate 

than are American adults.

Americans Adults Overall: 35% discuss climate 
change often or occasionally
March 2018, Yale Program on Climate Change 
Communication
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21%

28%

22%

26%

23%

25%

30%

16%

42%

37%

48%

34%

38%

41%

37%

37%

25%

22%

24%

26%

26%

23%

22%

23%

9%

9%

10%

11%

8%

7%

15%

5%

6%

9%

Men

Women

18-29

30-39

40-49

50-64

65-74

75+

Often Occasionally Rarely Never DK/NA
Often/
Occas.

63%

64%

69%

60%

61%

66%

67%

53%

Nearly seven in ten voters under 30 discuss 
climate change at least occasionally.

Q23. How often do you discuss climate change with your family and friends? 

Frequency of Climate Discussion By Gender & Age
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49%

14%

6%

22%

8%

Strongly support

Somewhat support

Somewhat oppose

Strongly oppose

Don't know/NA

Total 
Support

64%

Total 
Oppose

29%

Q11.

In general, do you support or oppose the State of Washington taking 
action to reduce the carbon pollution that causes climate change? 

Nearly two-thirds of Washington voters 
support action to reduce carbon pollution.

In Red-to-
Blue 

Districts:
62% to 31%
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90%

50%

14%

84%

40%

12%

7%

22%

12%

12%

13%

18%

7%

8%

18%

9%

15%

7%

13%

16%

52%

22%

48%

Liberal

Moderate

Conservative

Democrats

Independents

Republicans

Strng. Supp. Smwt. Supp. DK/NA Smwt. Opp. Strng. Opp.

Most independent voters support climate 
action, as do seven in ten moderates.

Q11. In general, do you support or oppose the State of Washington taking action to reduce the carbon pollution that causes climate change? 

Support for Action on Climate By Ideology & Party

Total 
Supp.

Total 
Opp.

98% 1%

72% 21%

26% 66%

97% 3%

53% 29%

30% 61%
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53%

45%

33%

38%

84%

53%

14%

14%

17%

12%

8%

16%

6%

11%

14%

13%

6%

10%

8%

6%

6%

21%

21%

28%

31%

22%

Seattle/Tacoma

Spokane

Yakima

Portland

Seattle

East King

Strng. Supp. Smwt. Supp. DK/NA Smwt. Opp. Strng. Opp.

Voters in every corner of 
the state support climate action.

Q11. In general, do you support or oppose the State of Washington taking action to reduce the carbon pollution that causes climate change? 

Support for Action on Climate By Media Market & City
Total 
Supp.

Total 
Opp.

67% 27%

59% 31%

50% 36%

50% 37%

93% 6%

68% 28%
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53%

52%

55%

52%

53%

47%

14%

20%

12%

13%

15%

17%

6%

5%

9%

5%

7%

5%

6%

7%

7%

21%

20%

20%

27%

22%

24%

White Voters

All Voters of Color

<$50,000

$50,000-$75,000

$75,000-$100,000

$100,000+

Strng. Supp. Smwt. Supp. DK/NA Smwt. Opp. Strng. Opp.

Voters of color are slightly more supportive of 
action; voters at all income levels back it.

Q11. In general, do you support or oppose the State of Washington taking action to reduce the carbon pollution that causes climate change? 

Support for Action on Climate By Ethnicity & Household Income 
Total 
Supp.

Total 
Opp.

67% 27%

72% 23%

67% 24%

65% 33%

67% 29%

64% 31%

13

78%

50%

30%

14%

24%

6%

9%

8%

8%

16%

22%

29%

Often

Occasionally

Rarely/Never

Strng. Supp. Smwt. Supp. DK/NA Smwt. Opp. Strng. Opp.

Those who discuss climate change most often 
are most likely to strongly support action.

Q11. In general, do you support or oppose the State of Washington taking action to reduce the carbon pollution that causes climate change? 

Support for Action on Climate By Frequency of Discussing Climate Change

Total 
Supp.

Total 
Opp.

82% 18%

64% 30%

54% 37%
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Support for 100% 
Clean by 2045

15

47%

18%

5%

18%

12%

Strongly support

Somewhat support

Somewhat oppose

Strongly oppose

Don't know/NA

Total 
Support

65%

Total 
Oppose

23%

Q12. Split Sample

Some people have proposed requiring electric utilities to phase out coal-generated 
electricity by 2025 and phase in electricity generation from solar, wind, 

hydroelectric and other clean and renewable resources, to reach 100% by 2045. 
Does this sound like something you would support or oppose? 

(Asked of One-Third Sample Only, N=405) 

Two-thirds of voters support a
100% renewable energy standard by 2045.

Among Those Who 
Back Action but Felt 
I-1631 Was Flawed
 71% Support
 15% Oppose
 13% Undecided

In Red-to-Blue Districts:
60% to 32%
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16

30%

16%

6%

21%

21%

7%

Much more likely

Somewhat more likely

Somewhat less likely

Much less likely

Would make no difference

Don't know/NA

Total 
More Likely

46%

Total 
Less Likely

26%

Q13.

Suppose your state legislator voted for this proposal in the next legislative session. 
Would that make you more likely to vote for them, less likely to vote for them, or 

would it make no difference in your attitude toward them?
(Asked of One-Third Sample Only, N=405) 

Nearly half say support for this policy would 
make them more likely to support a legislator.

Makes No 
Difference/

DK/NA
28%
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Support for a Low 
Carbon Fuel 

Standard

18

36%

19%

6%

18%

21%

Strongly support

Somewhat support

Somewhat oppose

Strongly oppose

Don't know/NA

Total 
Support

54%

Total 
Oppose

24%

Q15. Split Sample

Some people have proposed requiring producers of transportation fuels in Washington to 
offer cleaner alternatives that would reduce carbon pollution by 10% by the year 2027. 

Does this sound like something you would support or oppose? 
(Asked of One-Third Sample Only, N=405)

Just over a majority 
supports a clean fuels requirement.

Among Those Who 
Back Action but Felt 
I-1631 Was Flawed
 50% Support
 18% Oppose
 32% Undecided

In Red-to-Blue Districts:In Red-to-Blue Districts:
60% to 28%

19

18%

16%

6%

18%

27%

15%

Much more likely

Somewhat more likely

Somewhat less likely

Much less likely

Would make no difference

Don't know/NA

Total 
More Likely

34%

Total 
Less Likely

24%

Q16.

Suppose your state legislator voted for this proposal in the next legislative session. 
Would that make you more likely to vote for them, less likely to vote for them, or 

would it make no difference in your attitude toward them?
(Asked of One-Third Sample Only, N=405) 

One-third say the clean fuels proposal would 
make them more likely to support a legislator.

Makes No 
Difference/

DK/NA
28%
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Patterns of 
Support for 

Initiative 1631

21

41%

52%

2%

1%

5%

Voted Yes

Voted No

Can't remember

Did not vote on it

Refused

Voters opposed Initiative 1631 
by a 12-point margin.

Q5. Having heard this, do you recall whether you voted yes or no on Initiative 1631? 

Ballot Label Vote

Overall

44%

56%

Voted Yes

Voted No

Among Those 
Reporting a Position

In Red-to-
Blue 

Districts:
41% Yes  
59% No

22Q5 Reported. Having heard this, do you recall whether you voted yes or no on Initiative 1631? 

I-1631 Vote by Gender & Age

Men Women 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-64 65-74 75+

Voted Yes Voted No

(% of 
Sample) (51%) (13%) (20%)

Nearly two-thirds of voters under 30 
supported I-1631, as did half of women.

(49%) (9%) (30%)(16%) (11%)

Gender Age

23Q5 Reported. Having heard this, do you recall whether you voted yes or no on Initiative 1631? 

I-1631 Vote by Ethnicity & Household Income

White Voters All Voters of
Color

<$50,000 $50,000-
$75,000

$75,000-
$100,000

$100,000+

Voted Yes Voted No

(% of 
Sample)

Low-income households 
were split on the measure.

(77%) (33%)

Ethnicity Household Income

(10%) (15%)(17%) (16%)
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24Q5 Reported. Having heard this, do you recall whether you voted yes or no on Initiative 1631? 

I-1631 Vote by Frequency of Discussion Climate Change

Often Occasionally Rarely/Never

Voted Yes Voted No

(% of 
Sample) (25%) (39%)

More than two-thirds of those who “often” 
discuss climate change supported I-1631.

(32%)

25

Conclusions

26

Conclusions
 While Washington voters rejected Initiative 1631, they continued to

overwhelmingly believe that climate change is real and that further action is
required.

 Supporters wanted some kind of action on climate change and for polluters to
be held accountable, while opponents feared consumers would pay an “energy
tax” with revenues overseen by an unaccountable board.

 There is little evidence that exemptions for specific businesses were a major
source of opposition to the measure.

 Even many voters who opposed I-1631, however, continue to support action to
address climate change and increase clean energy use.

 Two-thirds back a shift to 100% clean energy generation by 2045, and nearly half
say this policy would influence them to support a state legislator. This support
holds up well in the face of messaging.

 Clean transportation fuels and modified carbon tax proposals also generate
majority support.
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